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We had a great summer 
at Sunrise!  Heartland Traveling 
Day Camp was a marvelous suc-
cess – and our own Jessica Mer-
rill was the director.  Our children 
are still singing songs and telling 
camp stories!  CASTLE had a 
great and fun summer with lots of 
kids and many, many people vol-
unteering to serve lunch.  In addi-
tion we hosted the Blood Drive 
and held our annual Ice Cream 
Social!  It was fun! 

Our Building and 
Grounds Committee held a clean-
up day for the church grounds in 
June.  Many people came to 
help.  Jack Gillam and Kenny 
Hancock spent many hours at 
Sunrise making sure that air con-
ditioners worked, bats were re-

moved, our new audio visual equip-
ment works, and replacing light bulbs.  
We’ve got many new emergency light 
fixtures. (Mandated by the fire mar-
shal)  This week Jack has been 
cleaning carpets – which certainly 
needed it after the heavy summer 
use. 

August is a time when we 
prepare to shift from summer activi-
ties to fall activities.  It’s a time to 
gear up for Sunday School, God’s 
Kids and Youth.  At Sunrise we care 
a great deal about our children.  We 
strive to make sure that they know 
how much God loves them – and how 
they can share that love with other 
people.  We know that one day our 
youth will be leaders in the world – 
and we expect them to keep sharing 
that love. 

If I think through our chil-
dren’s eyes, I must acknowledge how 
disappointed they must be following 
last week’s racist and Nazi demon-
strations in Charlottesville.  Violence 
and hatred are not part of sharing 
love.  Bullying and force are not part 
of being kind to one another.  What 
our children saw on the news – and 
what every one of us saw was not 
God’s will for us as a community.  
What we saw was simply sin on full 
display.  As the Belhar Confession 
states Presbyterians “reject any doc-
trine which sanctions in the name of 
the gospel or of the will of God the 
forced separation of people on the 
grounds of race and color.”  Presby-
terians understand racism to be sin.  
Presbyterians understand anti-
Semitism to be a sin.   
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Martha’s Musings 

“We had a 

great summer 

at Sunrise” 
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 Yet, as PCUSA Stated 
Clerk, J. Herbert Nelson and our GA 
moderators Denise Anderson and 
Jan Edminston have urged us, it is 
not enough to condemn the racism.  
They urge us to look inside our 
hearts and ask ourselves difficult 
questions about our attitudes and 
actions concerning race and privi-
lege.  We often read that the proph-
ets called people to rend their hearts 
and souls – this is such a time for us.  
It is an opportunity for us to seek to 
better understand how our actions 
might have impinged or hurt some-
one else.  It is a time for us to think 
about life in our country and how we 
might make it better for everyone.   
 Often, I ask our children 
about their actions.  “What would 
happen if they ran into someone as 
they ran down the hall?  Do they 
want to hurt someone?”  Their an-
swer is always – NO – but they have 
to stop and think about the ramifica-
tions of their actions.  Adults, also, 
have the opportunity to think about 
the ramifications of our actions and 
attitudes.  We have no wish to hurt 
others – but we might learn that 
we’ve done that unwittingly through 
our actions or attitudes.   
 God has called us to this 
season of confession and repent-
ance.  It’s also our season of learn-
ing at Sunrise.  I invite us all to open 
our hearts – to listen for the Holy 
Spirit – and to reach out to learn 
more about racism and fascism.  As 
we pray, God will surely guide us. 
 
 
Love, 
 
Martha 



In the wake of a weekend of violence in Charlottesville, Virginia fomented by the “alt-right,” four top 
leaders of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) today issued a statement condemning white supremacy 
and racism.  
 

The leaders – General Assembly co-moderators Jan Edmiston and T. Denise Anderson, Presbyterian 
Mission Agency Interim Executive Director Tony De La Rosa, and General Assembly Stated Clerk J. 
Herbert Nelson, II -- praised the “faithful witness” of church leaders, especially those in Charlottesville, 
and acknowledged that “Scripture has been misused to justify white supremacy and racism.”  
 

The statement further declares that “White supremacy and racism stand in stark, irreconcilable           
contradiction to God’s intention for humanity” and acknowledges the church’s historic complicity in systemic racism in the U.S. And 
the leaders commit the church to “stand against, speak against and work against racism and white supremacy, this day and every 
day.” 
  
The full text of the statement, issued August 14: 
 

In the aftermath of the events of August 11 and 12 in Charlottesville, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) reaffirms its condemnation of 
white supremacy and racism, names them as sin, and renews its commitment to disrupting them and working for justice and equity. 
 

We give thanks for the presence and faithful witness of church members who stand against white supremacy and racism. Individually 
and collectively the church, including Presbyterians, stood against hate in Charlottesville. Individually and collectively the church,  
including Presbyterians, works to disrupt racism and to build racial equity in places across the country. We grieve for Heather Heyer, 
who was killed while standing witness; we grieve for state police officers H. Jay Cullen and Berke Bates, who died in a helicopter 
crash while monitoring events in Charlottesville; we pray for the recovery of all who were injured. 
 

We acknowledge that Scripture has been misused to justify white supremacy and racism. However, we proclaim that the Bible’s   
message presents a far more consistent and insistent witness to God’s love for diversity and justice. This may be observed in God’s 
delight in the varied creation; heard in the words of prophets who reject oppression and commend justice as true worship; seen in the 
life and ministry of Jesus Christ, who values all persons regardless of any aspect of their identity; and experienced through the work 
of the Holy Spirit, who consistently blows through all the divisions we create, to reveal God’s love for all humanity. 
 

White supremacy and racism stand in stark, irreconcilable contradiction to God’s intention for humanity. They reject part of the human 
family and are utterly contrary to God’s Word made incarnate in Jesus. They are idolatries that elevate human-created hierarchies 
over God’s freely given grace and love. They are lies about the human family, for they seek to say that some people are less than 
other people. They are lies about God because they falsely claim that God favors some people over the entirety of creation. 
 

But as we give thanks, we acknowledge the church’s complicity in the creation of white supremacy and racism. We confess the 
church’s failure in challenging and disrupting white supremacy and racism. Too often we have accepted the status quo. Too often we 
have stood silent in the face of injustice and oppression. 
 

By God’s grace may we remember the events in Charlottesville; repent of our acquiescence and failures; and renew our commitment 
to proclaim and live the good news of Jesus Christ. May that commitment lead us to stand against, speak against and work against 
racism and white supremacy, this day and every day. 
 

May it be so. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II 

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly  

 

 

Tony De La Rosa 

Interim Executive Director - Presbyterian Mission Agency  

Rev. T. Denise Anderson & Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston 

Co-Moderators of the 222nd General Assembly (2016)  

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  PC (USA) leaders condemn white supremacy, racism 

Charlottesville religious leaders praised; misuse of scripture decried 

August 14, 2017,  LOUISVILLE 
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GOD’S KIDS is our mid - week program for kids in Kindergarten 
through 5th grade.  It begins around 3:30 as the children are dismissed 
from their schools.  We play outside and enjoy a snack before we share 
in a time of mediation and worship.  Each week we read a storybook 
which helps us to think about the lectionary scripture.  An art project 
helps us to further reflect on what we have learned.  ALL children are 
welcome at God’s Kids.  Please bring your friends and neighbors. 

WEDNESDAYS ARE GREAT AT SUNRISE 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE needs your help!!  We are in need of members for our 
committee . We are also in need of Sunday School teachers for middle school and k-2 and 3-5 
classrooms!   We need your help to make this upcoming year a success for our youth!  Please 
contact Mindy Johnson for more information.   I wanted to also remind that teaching is not an 
every Sunday obligation, if you are interested but cannot commit to every Sunday that is fine, 
please feel free to get more information from us about teaching.   Parents we would love to have 
participation from you in the Christian Education of your youth!  

GOD’S KIDS CHOIR begins at 5:00 as soon as God’s Kids ends.  Leslie Mangrum 

leads the children in songs and musical movement and games.  It’s fun.  Periodically, the 

kids share what they have learned in worship.  Choir practice ends at 5:30.   

THE SUNRISE DELI opens at 5:15 each week and runs until the food is out or 6:15!  
Groups in Sunrise help prepare a supper each week. You’re welcome to add to the 
freewill offering to help us pay for the food.  The Deli is a great time for young and old  

to catch up with one another over a delicious supper.   
Sunrise Deli 

SUNRISE YOUTH meet at 6:15.  All youth from 6th grade through 12th grade are 

welcome.  Ann Zimmerman, Jack Gillam and Kim Cerny are back to help our youth 
play, reflect, think about life and learn how to help one  another.  We have a close knit 

and loving group of youth.  Friends and neighbors are welcome. 

Sunrise 
Youth 

***************************************************************************************************************************** ***************************** 
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Mariners will serve up Franks n’ Fellowship                              
August 24 from 6:30 -7:30 pm.   

Franks n’ Fellowship is a FREE hotdog supper. We serve up plates 
of hotdogs, condiments and a bag of chips.  We want you to bring 

your lawn chair and your own beverage (non alcoholic). 

Mariners Info  Franks n’ Fellowship! 

St. Francis Community Services will lead an in-service training for our God’s 
Kids, Sunday School and Youth teachers on “How to De-escalate a Situation in 
a classroom” on Wednesday, August 23 from 6:00-8:00.  We are so grateful to 
St. Francis for their expertise and help! 

We are always looking for more Mariners.  If you are 
interested contact Paul, Pat or any Mariner.  We 
would we glad to talk to you more about what’s in-
volved.  We would love to have you join on Mariner 

Sunday! 

Become a Mariner! 

Parish 
Parish Nurse will be available for taking blood pressures after  wor-
ship, 3rd Sunday of each month, beginning September 17. 

More New at Sunrise 

Choir Season Begins  Greetings Sunrise!  I hope you had a wonderful summer.  As 
school starts in Salina, it’s time to resume our Music and Christian Education programs 
here at Sunrise.  Chancel Choir will begin practices on Wednesday, August 30th at 6 pm.  
Sunrise Ringers will begin practice on September 10th at 8:15 am.  God’s Kids Choir will 
practice on Wednesday September 6th at 5:00 pm.  The Sunrise Ringers will also meet 
on Sunday August 27th following worship to set up the rehearsal space and polish the 
bells. 
 

We always welcome new participants in the Sunrise Music Groups.  Come help us make a joyful noise!  The 
God’s Kids will be exploring Songs of Social Justice this year.  Look for lively folk sounds in Worship service.  
The Chancel Choir and Bells will have energetic new anthems to share as well.  It’s sure to be another wonderful 
season of song at Sunrise!   
 

In Song, 
 

Leslie Mangrum 
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Our 2017 Fall Youth Event will be a joint project of the Presbytery of Northern   
Kansas and Heartland Presbytery and will be a great opportunity for friendship 
building, fellowship and mission. 

Don't let your youth miss out on this event! 

2017 Fall Youth Event 





September Ushers 
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In Service of The Church - August 

* September 03 

Katie Weis East: Ruth Self & Noreen Slaughter 

Karen Sutton South: Ruby McBee & Carolyn Eland 

 

* September 10  

Jean Reedl East: Betty Rassette & Marilyn Griffith 

Mary McCall South: Jim & Jo Ann Gile 

 

* September 17 

Brenda Pilcher East: Vicki Mass & Tracey Barrett 

Jean Burch South: Neva Naegele & Melba Buck 

 

* September 24 

Jean Burch East: Roger & Sharon Herrington  

Katie Weis South: Judy Christensen & Shirley Lang 
 

 

 

* Please ask 2 people from the congregation to help take up offering. 
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September Greeters 

 

   July 2017 

 
 
 
 

 2nd .............84 

 9th ..............83 

 16th ............87 

 23rd ............85 

 30th             84 

September Lay Leaders 

03 Cheryl Sweley 

10 Sharon Hauser 

17 Stephanie Cool 

24 Dean Atteberry 

Presbyterian Manor Bus Drivers 

07 Marilyn Benyshek 

14 Noreen Slaughter 

21 Pat Breeding 

28 Pat Breeding 

September Acolytes 
 03 Ushers 

 10 Tacy Barrett 

 17 Rylie Almond 

 28 Allen Johnson 
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Did we make a mistake? 

Please don’t hesitate to let us know if 

we’ve left out anything such as 

birthdays and anniversaries, 

or if we have made a mistake 

or omission in the newsletter.  
 

We want to correct it!  Thanks! 

Do you have news? 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have 

newsletter items to share, or with any comments 

about the newsletter!  I hope you’re all having a  

terrific August! 

 

Edie Hurtig, 

Newsletter Editor 

August Birthdays & Anniversaries 

1 

 

2 

Judy Christensen 

 

Jon Albrecht 

Jean Reed 

John Welsh 

17 

 

19 

 

20 

Don Smischny 

 

Shirley Urbanek 

 

Don Hamilton 

3 Trudy Chaney 

Jackie Pennington 

Reese Hays 

21 Ethan Bolen 

Tom & Sylvia Phillips Anniversary 

5 

 

 

 

7 

Abner Perney 

Brayden McKnight 

 

 

Ben Cooper 

24 

 

27 

Merilyn Griffith 

 

Karter Adam 

Rose Marie Merrill 

Lloyd & Mary McCall Anniversary 

 

10 

 

11 

 

Ken & Beth Miller Anniversary 

 

Sharon Hauser 

28 

 

29 

Irene Hill 

 

Daelen McKnight 

Sandy Winters 

Lewis & Gladys Reid Anniversary 

12 

 

13 

Elena Ewing 

 

Sharon Anderson 

Madilynn Bolen 

Steve & Tanya Ewing Anniversary 

30 

 

 

31 

Barbara Nelson 

Ken & Nancy Klostermeyer 

 

Val Coberly 

Bill McDevitt 

14 

 

 

16 

Steve Hoekstra 

Miles Sanders 

 

Maxine Hays 
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Mark Your Calendars-Friends of the River Foundation Event  

Thank You Notes 

The following is an email we received 

about a Fall Fix-up Day this fall:   

  

“My name is Jane Anderson and I’m 

the Executive Director of the Friends 

of the River Foundation.  I am part of 

a Fall Fix-Up committee that is a 

community wide volunteer day.  

 The date for the 

event is Saturday,       

October 7 from  7:30 

a.m. to noon.  Meet 

at the Friends of the 

River Foundation Of-

fice 

Calling for Volunteers!  Here’s a  

family-friendly opportunity to 

work alongside others who care 

about our community.  There will 

be several projects including 

renovations on a home,             

cleaning of sculptures, clean-up 

on the YMCA trails and Smoky 

Hill River Channel, trash and tire 

pick-up in North Town District, 

rain barrel construction and 

clean-up in Salina Downtown.  

Details coming soon! 

“The date for the 

event is 

Saturday, 

October 7 . . .” 

We are hoping that all of you 

at Sunrise Presbyterian 

Church will wish to                     

participate with us!” 

  

  

Jane Anderson 

Executive Director 

Friends of the River                 

Foundation 

THANK YOU! A simple act can 
change the lives of others.  Thank 
you for allowing us to use the 
church for our June Blood Drive. 

Next Blood Drive will be August 28, 
29, from 12:00 pm - 7:00 pm and 
August 30 from 8:00 am - 2:00 pm.  

         
Rhonda Smith BDC 



825 East Beloit 

Salina, KS  67401 

Sunrise Presbyterian Church 

Phone: 785-823-6344 

Fax: 785-823-6345 

E-mail: secretary@sunrisepresbyterian.com 

www.sunrisepresbyterian.com 

General Office Hours:  

 8:00 am-12:00 pm, Monday, Tuesday, 

 Thursday, Friday                                                  

 Wednesday 8 am-12 pm, & 1 pm-5 pm 
 

Financial Office Hours: 

 10:00 am-12:00 pm, Monday & Thursday 
 

Pastor: The Rev. Dr. Martha Murchison  

Director of Music: Leslie Mangrum  

Organist: Sue Will 

Church Treasurer: JoAnn Gile  

Financial Secretary: Karmel Spencer 

Office Administrator & Newsletter Editor: 

 Edie Hurtig 

Custodian: Greg Kerr  

 

Sunday Mornings 

9:30 a.m.    Worship 

    (Communion – First Sunday of Each Month) 

10:30 a.m.  Fellowship 

10:45 a.m.  Sunday School for All (Off During Summer) 

SUNRISE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
825 E. Beloit 

Salina, Kansas 67401 

 

 


